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Introduction

Welcorne to the Brumidi Corridors of the Tinited
States Capitol. Thes: corridors are sorme of the
oot artistically omate and creatively descomted
Fadlsways i the ration. This brochoace swill provide
wond seith mforreation abot the artist and his
sock, and muids wou through thess faronone Sanate
Fadlsmanzs, We hope won sngoy wour visit,

YWhatArs The Brumidi Corridors?

The Braraidi Corridors acs the richly pairted ball-
sways on the ficst floor of the Serate wing mthe
Capitol Buidng. The decomtive swall paint mgs
swere desigred by Ialian actist Constantno Boa-
roidi, and sxecuted by hirn and paintars of ooao
rationaliticz, Braraidi kft his natiee comtoy and
irornizrated to Arnerica dae to political upheamls
in Fore . He acriwed in MNesw York City m 1852
ard besarne & Undted States citipen five weacs later,

By 1859, the Capitol nesded additional roorn to
accormnodats the grossing conmtry, snd cxteTsions
sare designed to provide office space and ress
Hense sl Serate charnbers, In 1 855, Ciptain
hiontgorne oy e bzs, Enginesrof the Capitol

Conatmehe Srusndi (1800 2.0

Extercions hirsd Brarnidi to begin seods inthe
Capitol in 1856 the clasicalby trined artist began
creating desigre for the Sanate comidors, bassdon
a bgzi by Faplasl inthe Vatican, bsigs -
sioned a similar decomties plan for the Capital,
swith the sealls dispving clasdeal irages and
syrobolic represantations of A doan caltues,

Sorne aras within the Bramddi Corridors ware

Left incoroplets, dues to meafficiant tire or funds.
Several of thess cropty spaces were later filled seith
hiztofe soenes painted by 20th centary artists,

Corstarting Boamidi seocked inthe Capivolfor
ol 25 wears, using histalants asa freson artist o
decomte the Strate corridors and namerous other
areas througheost the buiding. His allsgorical
pairt g erditled The Apothsosz of Foomge Wash-
ington iz located o the ewe of the Fotanda doroe .
Brarnidi died on Febngey 1%, 16889, four months
after slipping and rneady fHlling from 3 scatfold
sehils seocking on the Fotarnda frisze.

Brarnidi has beean called “the Dfiche hngelo of the
Capitol” by histodans. Proad of his accoroplish-
roeTts, the artist is reported to have ramackead:

I Beeee mo lon ger any destre for fame or for-
teme. Wy one cmbgin and My dally proper
Lztbod T ey Bve lon g enough to mcke beate-
Hfel the Capitol o fthe one country on carth
i wlich there & I oty

What Painting Techniques Did Brumidi Uss?

The corridors wep: panted noa waciaty of tech-
niqquss, melading teropers, ol and freseo. Broamidi
was & raster of buon fresco ftoas fresco, atech-
niguae incswhich the attist mpidly paintz ona moist
roortar surfacs swith & mbcare of mineml colos
ard seater The colors ane ircoediate by absorbed
by the moortae and becore an integral pact of the
wall omos the murface curss, The procsss alloses the
artist little roor for ecroc

Brarnidi sraplovvsd amoactistic technique krown as
trompe Vo] ool the eve) in the corridos. This
procsss kb desianed to ek the images appear
theredirmersional mther than fht.

Thea Caemion of Loisiarg, @ Fesoo by Srood

Restoration of the Brumidi Corridors

S they see s ficst pairded mothe 18505 the wadl
ard ceiling decomtiors of the Bramidi Cocridors
Faore besn repairsd mamy ticoes, Inthe past, auch
repair swork inchaded repeated retonaching, repaint-
ing, and varnishing. Cnrer time, thess treatoerds
carooflagsd the dscomtions’ odgnal appeamnc:
ard preserded & dacker flatter version of Brarnidis
irepirsd swaock.

In the past fom vears hosweer professioral conss -
vators baore beguan to restors the corcidor decorm-
tion to bz odgnal appeamne:. Exchoof the hmetts
pairtings swith histodeal senes bas been restord
ard recovery of the slabomte wall pamtings is
presanthy unde meay. Inothe recently coropletsd
Patert Corridor, the vidtor is nosw able to sse for
the first tiree ina bomdred wacs, the delicaey and
vibmnes of the odgnal wall dscomtion

Propored under the dimection of the LS Sanabe Commisson on
At b thee Office of Samate Curstor
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WWhere To BeginTour Sel-Guided Tour

The Brareddi Corridors aee corpossd of five dif-
fepend hadlwses, bouosemoas the moadn, swest, inmer
rorth, and Fatent corcidors, Your self-aaided toar
will bagin at the Senate Gift shop desk, beatsd m
the main corddor (s¢¢ map).

W hen won toar the Bramddi Corridors, roosmber
that the sealk are sworks of fine art. For theic
safety and press pmtion, we ask that vou look
closeby buat do ot touch

Wher v stand noss swithin the rain and inmer
corddors, the halbeays are pamted swith plants,
fraits, and sroall aniraak. You will notice that the
larger ronmls and portraits inchaded in the other
arems ars ot pact of the desion in the main and
irmer corridors. To vise some of the faller treat -
roeTds, Darm st &t the Senate Gift Shop desk and
seadk through the inmer corddor towseds the
Appropdatiore Cororoitte: Fooon

et Corridor

Abore roorn 5120 iz the fresoo titled Bolloms, the
Rormon Goddeas of War (8], Braridi often relatsd
hiz art o the ust of 2 room, and 5128 was fist
ocoupisd by the Comnmmitte: on hilitary b i,
Throughont the swest comidor acs medallion
portmaits of signers of the Dealamtion of Indepen-
derce miclading ohn oy, Foger Shermoan, and

Fobert Mook, Ala repressrded in this corridor
are the teelve signs of the zodiae B and oore
than 49 Arcerican bird zpeciss. S0e how moare wou
can iderd

MNorth Corridor

Az wog head east, into the nooth corridor, notice
the reary irvages of & merican faura sach as
sqairrels, smakes, and chiprroanks as well as repre-
sentations of Arerican cultuce such s agdoattaml
irnplernerts ard roodsm inwentions. In the 19th
ceThary roorm S-124 howsad the Cororoittes on
Territoriss; abore the doorray is the fresco The
Cession of Lowisiama (). In this pairting, Robert
Livingston, Jaroes hiorume, and the hfanquis
Barbe-Ifrboiz are depicted negot Gting the
Louisara Puarchas:.
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Map of e Susdd Corrdcorg LS Senate Tour begins
Mie St R Hop desk )

Bl lora kb Biomian (2oddess of War, @ Fesoo by Sruodd

T the soath iz an ormate bronss staircass designed
by Boaroddi (D). Bdary of the sulpted fimares
srithin the mmiling ace simnibe to the inages pairdad
in the kallsesoes, Throughost the north corridor
are roedallion portraits of Fevobitionaoy kaders.
Howw reany of thern do won recognize todaoye?

hlidwemy through the north corridor is the mter-
section swith the rorth sntmanee. This zreadl ball-
Ay contains sew ml Bramidi portmits inchading
Chancellor James Ient (E), Chancsllor Fobert
Livingston (F, and Justice Josaph $tore (&), The
teropera ceiling in this arss k arigital, and shoas
hoow adl the ceilings of the Praraddi Corridors seers
o decomted

Az won comtiroas throagh the north corridor past
the rorth sntmanee, wuwill sa2 two arsas raceantly
coropleted by 20th cerdary actists, In 1975 Allyn
Cox painted The ioon Landing [H), and in 1987
Charles Schonidt coropleted the space shottls Ghal-
lerper and i crew (I, These actists did not us:
frezoo, bt painted seith oil paint on carems, swhich
sz later applisd o the wall Abowe room 5118
izthe fremo titled The Sipning of the Rt Trasky

of Pegce eeith Great Britein (]). This Boaroidi
reoarad depicts the 1702 peace negotiations
betipsen Jobn Adares, Bergamin Fandlin, Jolm
Taw, Henry Laurens, and British @ pressntative
Richard Omeald

Patent Corridor

At the snst end of the rorth corridor Liesthe
Paterd Corridor This lame, open ares cordains
theee Brarnidi freaoss, all of morerdors, Abowe
roorm 5116, formedy the Commmittes on Patents,
izan inags of Fobeart Fulton with his steamboat,
the Clawont, onthe Hudson Fiver (IS). Ala por-
traved inthis corridor are Bergarnm Franklin (L)
ard Jobm Fitch ). To the Lt of the Fitch paint-
ing iza reacbls bust of Constantine Boaraddi (1),
senlpted by Arnericam artist Jiriba Bason in 1967

B stoned Foenzfi fnoo i e Bt Comdong by O

Cower phatograph m 1992 Fred |. Mmoo n, fron The Linaed Siotes
Caplol published by Forart, Tabori & Chang,



